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Ireland

Country Presentation

General Information

Ireland is an island country in north Western
Europe. It is famous for its lush green landscapes, traditional music, and rich
cultural heritage.

eCapital: The capital and largest city of Ireland is Dublin, located on the
island’s eastern coast. It is the country’s main economic and cultural hub.

¢Official Languages: Ireland has two official languages: Irish (Gaeilge) and
English. English is the dominant language, while Irish is taught in schools and
used in some areas.

ePopulation: Approximately 5 million people live in the Republic of Ireland.
eCurrency: The euro (€), which replaced the Irish pound in 2002.

eLocation in Europe: Ireland occupies most of the island of Ireland and lies
west of Great Britain, separated by the Irish Sea. To the north, it shares a border
with Northern Ireland, which is part of the United Kingdom.

History of Ireland

Ireland has a long and fascinating history:

ePrehistoric Times: The first people
settled on the island around 10,000 BC. The
Celts arrived around 500 BC, bringing the Irish
language and culture.

eMiddle Ages: Christianity spread in the
5th century, introduced by Saint Patrick, who
became Ireland’s patron saint. During the
Middle Ages, Vikings and Normans left their
mark on the country.
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*English Rule: From the 12th century, Ireland came under English rule,
leading to centuries of conflicts and uprisings.

K%K

eIndependence: In 1922, after a long struggle, Ireland became an
independent state. In 1949, it was officially declared the Republic of Ireland.

Culture and Traditions

Ireland has a rich tradition in music, literature, and folklore.

elrish traditional music is famous worldwide, featuring instruments such as
the bagpipes, violin, and bouzouki.

e|rish dance (Riverdance) gained international fame through
performances.

eThe country has produced great writers, including James Joyce, Oscar
Wilde, and W.B. Yeats.

eThe most famous celebration is Saint Patrick’s Day on March 17, marked
by parades and festivals worldwide.

Tourist Attractions

Ireland offers stunning landscapes
and historical landmarks:

o Cliffs of Moher: These
dramatic cliffs reach 214 meters in
height, offering panoramic views
of the Atlantic Ocean.

*Ring of Kerry: One of
Ireland’s most famous scenic
routes, with lush mountains and charming villages.

eBlarney Castle: Famous for the Blarney Stone, which is said to give the gift
of eloquence to those who kiss it.

St. Patrick’s Cathedral: The largest church in Ireland, located in Dublin,
dating back to the 12th century.
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% Irish Cuisine and Traditional Products

Irish cuisine is based on local ingredients such as meat, potatoes, and dairy
products.

. Traditional Dishes:

. Irish stew: A lamb stew with
potatoes and vegetables.

. Boxty: A traditional Irish
potato pancake.

J Colcannon: Mashed
potatoes with cabbage or spinach.

. Famous Drinks:

. Guinness: The iconic Irish stout beer.

J Jameson Irish Whiskey: One of the most renowned Irish whiskeys.

J Baileys Irish Cream: A creamy liqueur made with whiskey and dairy
cream.

Festivals and Events

Ireland hosts numerous festivals and events each year:

e St. Patrick’s Festival: The
country’s biggest cultural event,
featuring parades and music.

e Galway International Arts
Festival: One of Europe’s most
important art festivals.

e Cork Jazz Festival: A world-
famous jazz music festival.

e Puck Fair: One of Ireland’s oldest
festivals, where a goat is crowned the “king” of the festival!
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% Conclusion

Ireland is a country full of history, culture, and natural beauty. From medieval
cities and castles to green valleys and modern cultural events, it is a unique
destination. Its traditions, music, literature, and warm hospitality make it special
within Europe and around the world.

Thank you!

Elena Pirkoti E’'31

Souzana Morkos E’51
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